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2nd young 
woman 
alleges 
misconduct 
by senator 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


A second young woman is 
alleging that state Sen. Tony 
Mendoza behaved inappropri- 
ately toward her while she 
was employed by the Artesia 
Democrat. 

The woman, Jennifer 
Kwart, came forward with her 
account hours after The Bee 
published a story Thursday 
about a Senate 
investigation of 
allegations that 
Mendoza on at 
least two occa- 
sions invited a 
23-year-old 
fellow to his 
home to review 
her résumé for 
an open job in 
his office earlier this year. 

Kwart said her encounter 
with Mendoza occurred when 
she was a 19-year-old intern 
in his Norwalk district office 
in 2008, when Mendoza was 
36 and in the state Assembly, 
and involved a trip to the 
California Democratic Party’s 
state convention in San Jose 
that year. 

Staff in Mendoza’s office 
invited her to attend the con- 
vention in March, according 
to Kwart and a former Men- 
doza staff member. Kwart 
said she assumed other em- 
ployees were going, but in- 
stead, Mendoza picked her up 
from the airport and took her 
to a hotel suite. At his sugges- 
tion, they had drinks from the 
mini-bar in the suite’s living 
area, despite her age, Kwart 
said. 

“Then and now, I feel like I 
was very trapped,” Kwart 
said. “I was in a place that I 
had never been to before. I 
didn’t have a car and I didn’t 
have a way out.” 

A spokesman for Mendoza, 
given a summary of allega- 
tions, said Friday they were 
“completely false.” He did 
not respond to more specific 
follow-up questions that in- 
cluded Kwart’s name. 

Kwart currently works for 
Assemblyman David Chiu, 
D-San Francisco, as his dis- 
trict office director. She offi- 
cially reported her experience 
for the first time to a super- 
visor Thursday, she said, after 
reading The Bee story about 
the Senate investigation into 


Sen. Tony 
Mendoza 
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Capital suburbs in zone 
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of highest wildfire risk 


RANDALL BENTON rbenton@sacbee.com 


Linda Conroy of Folsom lives on the edge of one of the highest fire risk zones in the Sacramento region. She has a patio overlooking the 
American River Canyon and Folsom Dam. A fire came within 20 feet of her home in 2003. 


365,000 people in region’s urban and suburban 
areas face at least a moderate threat of blazes 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
rlillis@sacbee.com 


s a city resident, Linda 

Conroy never thought 

she’d have to defend 

her home against a 
wildfire. Her wake-up call came 
in 2003. 

A wildfire scorched several 
acres of a nearby olive orchard 
and the grass-lined canyon 
behind her Folsom home, com- 
ing within 20 feet of her back 
porch. More than 40 homes in 
the neighborhood were evacuat- 
ed, but none was damaged. 

Conroy has owned a home in 
the Folsom Bluffs neighborhood 
since 1979. It’s a hillside com- 
munity close to the convenienc- 
es of the city, but where many 
of the homes have sweeping 
views of Folsom Dam and acres 
of wild grassland. 

After that close call in 2003, 
Conroy’s perception of her 
surroundings changed. She got 
heavily involved with the local 
fire council that helps educate 
city residents about wildfires 


KENT PORTER Santa Rose Press-Democrat 


An American flag still flies as wind-whipped flames burn structures in 
the Santa Rosa neighborhood of Coffey Park on Oct. 9. 


and has persuaded her neigh- 
bors to spend thousands of 
dollars to clear brush and tree 
limbs from the open space near 
their homes. 

“We live with the threat on a 
daily basis and we’re very aware 
that it can happen in a city,” 
Conroy said, standing on her 


back porch on a recent morning. 
“Tt can happen anywhere at 
anytime, but you do the best 
you can.” 

As the Tubbs Fire that de- 
stroyed the Coffey Park neigh- 
borhood of Santa Rosa showed 
again last month, urban and 
suburban areas are susceptible 
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WE LIVE WITH THE 
THREAT ON A DAILY 
BASIS AND WE'RE 
VERY AWARE THAT IT 
CAN HAPPEN IN A 
CITY. IT CAN HAPPEN 
ANYWHERE AT 
ANYTIME, BUT YOU DO 
THE BEST YOU CAN. 


Folsom resident Linda Conroy 


to devastating blazes in North- 
ern California. And that risk 
extends to the densely pop- 
ulated communities bordering 
the Sierra foothills near Sacra- 
mento. 

More than 4,600 homes in 
Sacramento-area cities stand in 
neighborhoods where fire offi- 
cials say there is a high or very 
high wildfire threat, according 
to a Sacramento Bee analysis of 
local hazard prevention plans. 
They include nearly 2,000 
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